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Jan. 6 panel wraps work with 
‘roadmap to justice’ for Trump 


A video of former President Donald Trump is shown on a screen, as the House select committee 
investigating the Jan. 6 attack on the U.S. Capitol holds its final meeting on Capitol Hill in Wash- 
ington, Monday, Dec. 19, 2022. 
Associated Press 


By MARY CLARE JALONICK, ERIC TUCKER 
and FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House Jan. 6 
committee is wrapping up its investigation 
of the violent 2021 U.S. Capitol insurrection, 
with lawmakers on Monday declaring that 
they have assembled a “roadmap to jus- 
tice” to bring criminal charges against for- 
mer President Donald Trump and his allies. 
As they cap one of the most exhaustive 
and aggressive congressional probes in 
memory, the panel’s seven Democrats 
and two Republicans are recommending 
criminal charges against Trump and asso- 
ciates who helped him launch a multifac- 
eted pressure campaign to try to overturn 
his 2020 election loss. 
The committee alleged violations of four 
criminal statutes by Trump, in both the run- 
up to the riot and during the insurrection 
itself, as it recommended the former presi- 


dent for prosecution to the Justice Depart- 
ment. The charges recommended by the 
committee are conspiracy to defraud the 
United States, obstruction of an official 
proceeding of Congress, conspiracy to 
make a false statement and insurrection. 
While a criminal referral is mostly symbolic, 
with the Justice Department ultimately de- 
ciding whether to prosecute Trump or oth- 
ers, it is a decisive end to a probe that had 
an almost singular focus from the start. 
Chairman Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., said 
the criminal justice system can provide ac- 
countability, adding, “We have every con- 
fidence that the work of this committee 
will help provide a roadmap to justice.” 
Thompson said Trump “broke the faith” 
that people have when they cast ballots 
in a democracy. “He lost the 2020 election 
and knew it,” Thompson said. 
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Jan. 6 panel wraps work with ‘roadmap to justice’ for Trump 


Continued from Front 


“But he chose to try to stay 
in office through a multi- 
part scheme to overturn 
the results and block the 
transfer of power.” 
Wyoming Rep. Liz Cheney, 
the 
panel’s 
Republican 
vice chairwoman, said in 
opening remarks that ev- 
ery president in American 
history has defended the 
orderly transfer of power, 
“except one.” 
The committee also voted 
9-0 to approve its final re- 
port, which will include find- 
ings, interview transcripts 
and legislative recommen- 
dations. The report is ex- 
pected to be released in 
full Wednesday. 
The panel, which will dis- 
solve on Jan. 3 with the 
new Republican-led House, 
has conducted more than 
1,000 interviews, held 10 
well-watched public hear- 
ings and collected more 
than a million documents 
since it launched in July 
2021. As it has gathered 
the massive trove of evi- 
dence, the members have 
become emboldened in 
declaring that Trump, a 
Republican, is to blame for 
the violent attack on the 
Capitol by his supporters al- 
most two years ago. 
After beating their way 
past police, injuring many 
of them, the Jan. 6 rioters 


stormed the Capitol and 
interrupted the certification 
of Democrat Joe Biden’s 
presidential election win, 
echoing Trump’s lies about 
widespread election fraud 
and 
sending 
lawmakers 
and others running for their 
lives. The attack came af- 
ter weeks of Trump’s efforts 
to overturn his defeat — a 
campaign that was exten- 
sively detailed by the com- 
mittee in its multiple pub- 
lic hearings, and laid out 
again by lawmakers on the 
panel on Monday. Many of 
Trump’s former aides tes- 
tified about his unprece- 
dented pressure on states, 
on federal officials and on 
Vice President Mike Pence 
to find a way to thwart the 
popular will. The commit- 
tee has also described in 
great detail how Trump 
riled up the crowd at a rally 
that morning and then did 
little to stop his support- 
ers for several hours as he 
watched the violence un- 
fold on television. 
California 
Rep. 
Adam 
Schiff, a Democratic mem- 
ber of the panel, said 
ahead of the hearing that 
Trump is someone who “in 
multiple ways tried to pres- 
sure state officials to find 
votes that didn’t exist, this 
is someone who tried to in- 
terfere with a joint session, 
even inciting a mob to at- 
tack the Capitol.” 


“If that’s not criminal, then I 
don’t know what it is,” Schiff 
said. The panel aired some 
new evidence at the meet- 
ing, including a recent 
interview 
with 
longtime 
Trump aide Hope Hicks. 
Describing a conversation 
she had with Trump around 
that time, she said he told 
her that no one would care 
about his legacy if he lost 
the election. 
Hicks told the committee 
that Trump told her, “The 
only thing that matters is 
winning.” 
While a so-called criminal 
referral has no real legal 
standing, it is a forceful 
statement by the commit- 
tee and adds to political 
pressure already on Attor- 
ney General Merrick Gar- 
land and special counsel 
Jack Smith, who is con- 
ducting an investigation 
into Jan. 6 and Trump’s ac- 
tions. 
“We obviously want to 
complete the story for the 
American 
people,” 
said 
Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., 
another member of the 
committee. 
“Everybody 
has come on a journey with 
us and we want a satisfac- 
tory conclusion, such that 
people feel that Congress 
has done its job.” 
The panel was formed in 
the summer of 2021 af- 
ter 
Senate 
Republicans 
blocked the formation of 


what would have been a 
bipartisan, 
independent 
commission to investigate 
the insurrection. When that 
effort failed, the Democrat- 
ic-controlled House formed 
an investigative committee 
of its own. 
As the committee was get- 
ting started, House Republi- 
can leader Kevin McCarthy 
of California, a Trump ally, 
decided not to participate 
after House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi rejected some of his 
appointments. That left an 
opening for two anti-Trump 
Republicans in the House 
— Reps. Liz Cheney of Wyo- 
ming and Adam Kinzinger 
of Illinois — to join seven 
Democrats, launching an 
unusually unified panel in 
the divided Congress. 
While the committee’s mis- 
sion was to take a compre- 
hensive accounting of the 
insurrection and educate 
the public about what 
happened, they’ve also 
aimed their work at an au- 
dience of one: the attor- 
ney general. Lawmakers 
on the panel have openly 
pressured Garland to inves- 
tigate Trump’s actions, and 
last month he appointed a 
special counsel, Smith, to 
oversee two probes related 
to Trump, including those 
related to the insurrection 
and the presence of classi- 
fied documents at Trump’s 
Florida estate. 


In court documents earlier 
this year, the committee 
suggested criminal charg- 
es against Trump could 
include conspiracy to de- 
fraud the United States and 
obstruction of an official 
proceeding of Congress. 
In a “conspiracy to de- 
fraud the United States,” 
the committee argues that 
evidence supports an in- 
ference that Trump and 
his allies “entered into an 
agreement to defraud the 
United States” when they 
disseminated 
misinforma- 
tion about election fraud 
and pressured state and 
federal officials to assist in 
that effort. Trump still says 
he won the election to this 
day. 
The panel also asserts that 
Trump obstructed an of- 
ficial proceeding, the joint 
session of Congress in which 
the Electoral College votes 
are certified. The commit- 
tee said Trump either at- 
tempted or succeeded at 
obstructing, influencing or 
impeding the ceremonial 
process on Jan. 6 and “did 
so corruptly” by pressuring 
Pence to try to overturn 
the results as he presided 
over the session. Pence de- 
clined to do so. 
A criminal referral on the 
charge of insurrection is a 
clear effort to hold Trump 
directly accountable for 
the rioters who stormed the 
building. The rarely used 
insurrection statute crimi- 
nalizes any effort to incite, 
engage in or assist a rebel- 
lion or insurrection “against 
the authority of the United 
States.” 
The committee may make 
ethics 
referrals 
for 
five 
House Republicans — in- 
cluding McCarthy — who 
ignored congressional sub- 
poenas from the panel. 
The 
panel 
subpoenaed 
McCarthy, 
R-Calif., 
and 
Reps. Jim Jordan of Ohio, 
Scott Perry of Pennsylvania, 
Andy Biggs of Arizona and 
Mo Brooks of Alabama. The 
panel has investigated Mc- 
Carthy’s conversations with 
Trump the day of the at- 
tack and meetings the four 
other lawmakers had with 
the White House before- 
hand as Trump and some 
of his allies worked to over- 
turn his election defeat.q 


From left, Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., Rep. Zoe Lofgren, D-Calif., staff counsel Dan George, Rep. Stephanie Murphy, D-Fla., Chairman 
Rep. Bennie Thompson, D-Miss., Vice Chair Rep. Liz Cheney, R-Wyo., Rep. Jamie Raskin, D-Md., staff counsel Candyce Phoenix, 
Rep. Adam Kinzinger, R-Ill., and Rep. Elaine Luria, D-Va., sit on the dais as the House select committee investigating the Jan. 6 attack 
on the U.S. Capitol holds a hearing at the Capitol in Washington, July 12, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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By JANIE HAR and GEOFF 
MULVIHILL 
Associated Press 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
President Joe Biden’s ad- 
ministration 
announced 
Monday that it is ramping 
up efforts to help house 
people now sleeping on 
sidewalks and in tents and 
cars as a new federal re- 
port confirms what’s obvi- 
ous to people in many cit- 
ies: Homelessness is persist- 
ing despite increased local 
efforts. 
The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment said that in feder- 
ally required tallies taken 
across the country ear- 
lier this year, about 582,000 
people were counted as 
homeless a number that 
misses some people and 
does not include those 
staying with friends or fam- 
ily because they do not 
have a place of their own. 
The figure was nearly the 
same as it was in a survey 
conducted in early 2020, 
just before the coronavirus 
pandemic hit the nation 
hard. It was up by about 
2,000 people an increase 
of less than 1%. 
The administration aims to 


lower that by 25% by 2025. 
“My plan offers a roadmap 
for not only getting people 
into housing but also ensur- 
ing that they have access 
to the support, services, 
and income that allow 
them to thrive,” Biden said 
in a statement. The 2022 All 
In strategy roadmap made 
public Monday follows a 
2010 effort called Opening 


Doors, which was the na- 
tion’s first comprehensive 
strategy seeking to prevent 
and end homelessness. 
Ann Oliva, CEO of the 
National Alliance to End 
Homelessness and a former 
HUD executive who worked 
on the first roadmap, said 
the federal government 
can influence local action 
with financial incentives, 


streamlined processes and 
strong policies. 
Homelessness among vet- 
erans, for example, has 
plummeted as a result of 
federal leadership, and the 
country has also made in- 
roads among youth, she 
said. 
“What they’re trying to do 
here is to show, as a federal 
government, we are going 


to work across agencies, 
we’re going to break down 
silos, we’re going to lead 
with equity, we are going 
to talk about upstream pre- 
vention and work on those 
issues,” Oliva said. 
The federal plan highlights 
racial and other disparities 
that have led to inequity in 
homelessness. 
It seeks to expand the sup- 
ply of affordable housing 
and improve on ways to 
prevent people from be- 
coming homeless in the first 
place. 
Potential 
steps 
include 
a campaign to encour- 
age more landlords to ac- 
cept government housing 
vouchers and encourage 
local governments to build 
more apartment complex- 
es that are affordable for 
working families. 
The administration also an- 
nounced a program to 
have 
federal 
agencies 
work with local officials to 
reduce unsheltered home- 
lessness in select cities that 
have not yet been named. 
Homelessness has become 
a major political issue, es- 
pecially in the nation’s big- 
gest cities and on the West 
Coast. q 


By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
FBI sounded the alarm Mon- 
day about an explosive 
increase in teenage boys 
being targeted online and 
extorted for money after 
being tricked into sending 
sexually explicit pictures. 
At least 3,000 children, 
mostly 
teenage 
boys, 
have been victims of the 
schemes that are connect- 
ed to more than a dozen 
suicides this year, a scale 
that U.S. authorities have 
not seen before, Justice 
Department officials said. 
Many think they are chat- 
ting online with kids around 
their own age but are 
quickly manipulated into 
sending 
explicit 
pictures 
and then blackmailed for 
money with threats to re- 
lease the images, the FBI 
said. 
Most victims are between 


14 and 17, but kids as young 
as 10 have been targeted. 
The FBI said it was issuing 
the national public safety 
alert now since kids may be 
spending more time online 
as schools close for winter 
break. 
There’s been a staggering 
tenfold increase in reports 
since last year, and there 
are likely more victims who 
never came forward, FBI of- 
ficials said. 
Embarrassment and shame 
can prevent them from 
asking for help. 
“Victims may feel like there 
is no way outit is up to all 
of us to reassure them that 
they are not in trouble, 
there is hope, and they are 
not alone,” said FBI Director 
Christopher Wray in a state- 
ment. 
Many of the current wave 
of schemes are believed to 
be originating with scam- 
mers based in West Afri- 


can countries like Nigeria 
and the Ivory Coast. The 
suspects typically pose as 
kids of similar age, often us- 
ing a girl’s profile picture. 
It happens often on large 
platforms like Instagram or 
Facebook, but can also be 
on gaming or video chats, 
authorities said. 
The alert is meant to thrust 
the issue into the public 
spotlight, so kids can feel 
more comfortable com- 
ing forward and adults 
can help them learn how 
to spot fake identities and 
reject anyone asking for ex- 
plicit images, said Assistant 
Attorney General Kenneth 
Polite of the Justice Depart- 
ment’s criminal division. 
The Department of Home- 
land Security is also work- 
ing to track fake accounts 
back to their source, said 
Steve 
Francis, 
the 
act- 
ing executive director of 
Homeland Security Investi- 


gations. 
It isn’t clear whether feder- 
al prosecutors had brought 
any cases tied to the 
scams. 
The tactics used by those 
behind the fake accounts 
are getting more aggres- 
sive, and cases have been 
rising around the world, ad- 
vocates said. 


“This is a growing crisis and 
we’ve seen sextortion com- 
pletely devastate children 
and families,” said Michelle 
DeLaune, CEO of the Na- 
tional Center for Missing 
and 
Exploited 
Children. 
“The best defense against 
this crime is to talk to your 
children about what to do if 
they’re targeted online.”q 


David Hernandez, a 62-year-old homeless man, crawls into his bed made with cardboard boxes 
in Los Angeles, late Wednesday, Dec. 14, 2022. 
Associated Press 


U.S. homeless numbers stay about the same as before pandemic 


An FBI seal is seen on a wall on Aug. 10, 2022, in Omaha, Neb. 


Associated Press 


FBI: Steep climb in teens targeted by online ‘sextortion’ 
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By MARK PRATT 
Associated Press 
The highest court in Mas- 
sachusetts said in a deci- 
sion Monday that allow- 
ing doctors to prescribe a 
lethal dose of medication 
to mentally competent pa- 
tients with terminal illnesses 
is not protected by the 
state constitution. 
“Although we recognize 


the paramount importance 
and profound significance 
of all end-of-life decisions, 
after careful consideration, 
we conclude that the Mas- 
sachusetts Declaration of 
Rights does not reach so 
far as to protect physician- 
assisted suicide,” the Su- 
preme Judicial Court wrote 
in its decision. “We con- 
clude as well that the law 


of manslaughter may pro- 
hibit physician-assisted sui- 
cide, and does so, without 
offending 
constitutional 
protections.” 
The high court, while not- 
ing the sensitive nature of 
the case, said the ultimate 
decision on physician-as- 
sisted suicide also known 
as medical aid in dying lies 
with the state Legislature. 
The court said “every one 
of us is free to vote and 
encourage our legislators 
to enact laws, and to craft 
appropriate 
procedural 
safeguards, with respect to 
one of the only human ex- 
periences that will affect us 
all.” The court also drew a 
distinction between physi- 
cian-assisted suicide and a 
patient’s voluntary choice 
to refuse medical treat- 
ment or nutrition, saying 
“whereas withdrawing or 
withholding medical care is 
not the primary cause of a 
patient’s death, physician- 
assisted suicide is.” 


The suit was originally filed in 
2016 by Dr. Roger Kligler, a 
retired physician with stage 
4 prostate cancer, and an- 
other doctor who feared 
prosecution on manslaugh- 
ter charges if he prescribed 
end-of-life medications to 
terminally ill patients. 
“People are going to die 
suffering because of this 
decision,” Kligler, 70, said in 
a telephone interview from 
his Cape Cod home. 
Kligler, who said he is “not 
doing well” and in “chronic 
pain,” pledged to contin- 
ue fighting as long as he is 
able. 
“I will continue urging law- 
makers 
to 
respect 
the 
bodily autonomy of dying 
Massachusetts residents by 
passing the End of Life Op- 
tions Act,” he said. 
More than a dozen bills to 
legalize physician-assisted 
suicide in the state have 
been introduced in the 
Legislature but none has 
ever been put to a vote. 


In addition, Massachusetts 
voters in 2012 rejected a 
ballot 
question 
allowing 
terminally ill patients to 
receive a lethal dose of 
drugs, the court noted. 
The office of state Attorney 
General 
Maura 
Healey, 
which argued the case on 
behalf of the state, also 
said the Legislature is the 
best place to address the 
issue. 
“Our office understands the 
complexities of end of life 
care,” attorney general’s 
spokesperson Jillian Fenni- 
more said in a statement. 
“We are pleased that the 
Court has affirmed our po- 
sition that the Legislature 
is the most appropriate 
place to have a discussion 
about this important public 
policy issue. 
AG Healey has said she 
supports legislative action 
to allow medical aid in dy- 
ing, provided it includes suf- 
ficient safeguards for both 
patients and providers.” q 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — Stellantis 
and U.S. safety regulators 
have confirmed that an 
exploding Takata air bag 
inflator has killed another 
driver. 
The company and the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration reiter- 
ated warnings to owners of 
274,000 older Dodge and 
Chrysler vehicles to stop 
driving them until faulty in- 
flators are replaced. 
Stellantis 
announced 
two deaths in November 
caused by the air bags and 
said it suspected the infla- 
tors caused another. The 
company formerly known 
as Fiat Chrysler confirmed 
the third death early Mon- 
day. 
Stellantis is urging people to 
stop driving Dodge Mag- 
num wagons, Dodge Chal- 
lenger and Charger muscle 
cars and Chrysler 300 se- 
dans from the 2005 through 
2010 model years. 
Since 2009, the explod- 
ing air bags have killed at 
least 33 people worldwide, 
including 24 in the United 


States. 
All three deaths this year 
were in warm-weather U.S. 
states and happened since 
April, the company said. 
Takata used ammonium ni- 
trate to create a small ex- 
plosion to inflate air bags in 
a crash. But the chemical 
can become more volatile 
over time when exposed to 
moisture in the air and re- 
peated high temperatures. 
The explosion can rupture 
a metal canister and hurl 
shrapnel into the passen- 
ger compartment. 


Most of the deaths and 
about 400 injuries have 
happened in U.S., but they 
also have occurred in Aus- 
tralia and Malaysia. 
The Stellantis vehicles under 
the “Do Not Drive” warning 
were all recalled in 2015, 
and free repairs have been 
available since then. Deal- 
ers have the parts and the 
service is free, and Stellan- 
tis will provide transporta- 
tion to get the vehicles to 
and from a dealership, the 
company said. 
NHTSA said the latest per- 


son killed was driving a 2010 
Chrysler 300. 
“Time is a critical element 
here because the risk in- 
creases with each day 
these air bag inflators go 
unreplaced,” 
said 
Tom 
McCarthy, global head of 
safety and regulatory com- 
pliance at Stellantis. 
The recalls affect vehicles 
in which the air bag inflators 
have not been replaced as 
part of the recall. 
NHTSA urged all owners to 
check to see if their vehicles 
have an unrepaired Takata 
air bag recall. Drivers can 
go to https://www.nhtsa. 
gov/recalls and key in their 
17-digit vehicle identifica- 
tion number to see if they 
have any open recalls. 
“This holiday season, don’t 
let yourself or someone you 
love be at risk of dying or 
being seriously injured be- 
cause of a defective, re- 
called Takata air bag,” said 
NHTSA Acting Administrator 
Ann Carlson. 
In a statement, Stellantis 
said the vehicle’s own- 
er asked the company 
about the air bag recall in 
2018, but then declined to 


schedule service. The com- 
pany said it sent 114 urgent 
notices to the owner for the 
past seven years. 
The owner loaned the ve- 
hicle to a family member 
who was killed in a July 
crash when the inflator 
blew apart, Stellantis said. 
The company wouldn’t say 
where the crash occurred, 
but said it extends its deep- 
est sympathies to the fam- 
ily. 
Earlier this month NHTSA 
said the driver of a 2002 
Honda Accord was killed 
when the driver’s air bag 
inflator ruptured and hurled 
shrapnel. Honda said the 
crash occurred on Feb. 
22 in Bowling Green, Ken- 
tucky. 
Potential for the danger- 
ous malfunction led to the 
largest series of auto recalls 
in U.S. history, with at least 
67 million Takata inflators 
recalled. The U.S. govern- 
ment says that millions have 
not been repaired. 
About 100 million inflators 
have been recalled world- 
wide. The exploding air 
bags sent Takata Corp. of 
Japan into bankruptcy.q 


This June 25, 2017, photo shows TK Holdings Inc. headquarters 
in Auburn Hills, Mich. Stellantis and U.S. safety regulators have 
confirmed that an exploding Takata air bag inflator has killed 
another driver. 
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Third air bag death confirmed, owners urged to get repairs 


Dr. Roger Kligler sits during a hearing in Suffolk Superior Court, 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017, in Cambridge, Mass. 


Associated Press 


Massachusetts court rules against medically assisted death 
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By SAMUEL PETREQUIN 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — European 
Union ministers on Monday 
finalized a long-awaited 
deal to implement a natu- 
ral gas price cap that they 
hope will help households 
and 
businesses 
better 
weather excessive price 
surges. 
EU member countries failed 
to overcome their differ- 
ences at previous emer- 
gency meetings, but sever- 
al EU leaders said last week 
that fixing a maximum ceil- 
ing to pay for gas was likely 
to be achieved this time. 
After talks in Brussels on 
Monday, the Czech presi- 
dency of the European 
Council, which represents 
member countries, said a 
deal had been reached. 
“We 
have 
succeeded 
in finding an important 
agreement that will shield 
citizens from skyrocketing 
energy prices,” said Jozef 
Sikela, the Czech minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade, 
adding that the mecha- 
nism will steer the 27-nation 
clear “from risks to secu- 
rity of supply and financial 
markets stability.” Since it 
could not find a consensus 
on the divisive topic, the 
Czech presidency opted 
for a “qualified majority” 
as the voting rule to reach 
the political agreement. 
Under EU rules, a qualified 


majority requires that 55% 
of member countries, or 15 
out of the 27, vote in favor 
of a proposal. Such a vote 
also requires that those na- 
tions represent at least 65% 
of the bloc’s population. 
Under the agreement, the 
mechanism will kick off 
if prices exceed 180 eu- 
ros ($190) per megawatt 
hour for three days and 
if it is 35 euros higher than 
a reference price for LNG 
on global markets for the 
same period. Once trig- 
gered, the mechanism will 


remain active for at least 
20 days. Sikela said the 180 
euros limit “is not a cap as 
such” and that prices can 
still go above this level if 
prices on the LNG markets 
are higher than 145 euros 
per megawatt hour. 
“In other words, this is not a 
fixed cap, but rather a dy- 
namic one,” he said. 
The measure will apply from 
Feb. 15 next year once for- 
mally approved by written 
procedure. 
The EU’s executive Commis- 
sion last month proposed a 


“safety price ceiling” to kick 
in if natural gas exceeded 
275 euros ($290) per mega- 
watt hour for two weeks 
and if it is 58 euros higher 
than the price of liquefied 
natural gas on world mar- 
kets. Such a system might 
not have averted hikes as 
high as in August when 
prices hit nearly 350 euros 
per megawatt hour on Eu- 
rope’s TTF benchmark but 
fell below 275 euros within 
days and was met with 
derision by many countries 
including Spain, Belgium, 


Greece and Poland, push- 
ing for a lower trigger. 
The 27 EU nations have 
stuck 
together 
through 
nine rounds of sanctions 
against Russia over the 
war in Ukraine and energy- 
saving measures to avoid 
shortages of the fuel used 
to 
generate 
electricity, 
heat homes and power 
factories. 
But they were unable un- 
til Monday to close a deal 
on setting the complicated 
price cap for natural gas. 
The cap was promised in 
October as a way to re- 
duce energy bills that have 
soared during Russia’s inva- 
sion of Ukraine. 
“We have proved that the 
EU is united and will not let 
anybody use energy as a 
weapon,” Sikela added. 
The gas cap issue is a divi- 
sive one because of fears 
that global suppliers would 
bypass Europe when other 
buyers offer more money. 
“No one, least of all me, 
has anything against low 
prices on the gas market. 
We have to bring gas pric- 
es down,” German Econo- 
my Minister Robert Habeck 
said upon his arrival at the 
meeting. 
“We just know from previ- 
ous market interventions 
that we must be very care- 
ful not to want to do some- 
thing good and trigger 
something bad.” q 


Croatia’s Energy Minister Davor Filipovic, left, holds up a t-shirt during a meeting of EU energy 
ministers in Brussels, Monday, Dec. 19, 2022. 


Associated Press 


EU member countries reach compromise on gas price cap 


Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — A Kurdish-led 
group in Syria said Monday 
that its fighters alongside 
U.S. forces have arrested 
a wanted militant with the 
Islamic State group that 
continues to stage attacks 
in the region. 
There are some 900 U.S. 
troops in Syria supporting 
Kurdish-led forces in the 
fight against the militant 
group. 
The 
Syrian 
Democratic 
Forces said its fighters led a 
raid on the home of an un- 
named IS leader on Dec. 16 
in the western countryside 
of Deir el-Zour. The group’s 


statement claimed the ar- 
rested man managed mili- 
tant cells in the region. 
The SDF shared a photo 
purporting to show evi- 
dence they confiscated 
during the raid, including 
two cellphones, a dozen 
SIM cards, an internet rout- 
er, a Syrian-issued identity 
document and a pistol with 
three magazines. 
The SDF added that this 
was the fifth such raid over 
the past two weeks. 
They have frequently tar- 
geted the militants mostly 
in parts of northeastern Syr- 
ia under Kurdish control. On 
Dec. 11, a U.S. helicopter 


raid in eastern Syria killed 
two IS militants. 
Syria has been mired in a 
bloody civil war since 2011 
that has drawn in regional 
and global powers. Syrian 
President Bashar Assad has 
mostly regained control of 
the country, but parts of 
its north remain under the 
control of rebels, as well as 
Turkish and Syrian Kurdish 
forces. 
Turkey 
strongly 
opposes 
the presence of the Syr- 
ian Kurdish groups along 
its border that it blames for 
attacks within its territory. A 
series of Turkish airstrikes in 
the area earlier this month 


temporarily 
halted 
U.S.- 
Kurdish patrols and raised 
concerns that cross border 
tensions would hinder the 
fight against the Islamic 
State group. 
On Nov. 30, IS announced 


that leader Abu al-Hassan 
al-Hashimi al-Qurayshi was 
killed in battle. The U.S. said 
al-Qurayshi was killed in an 
operation conducted by 
Syrian rebel forces in the 
southern city of Daraa.q 


U.S. military vehicles on a patrol in the countryside near the 
town of Qamishli, Syria, Sunday, Dec. 4, 2022. 
Associated Press 


In joint raid, Kurdish forces seize IS 
militant in Syria 
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By RIAZ KHAN and 
MUNIR AHMED 
Associated Press 
PESHAWAR, Pakistan (AP) 
— Several Pakistani Taliban 
detainees 
overpowered 
their guards at a counter- 
terrorism center in north- 
western Pakistan overnight, 
snatching police weapons, 
taking hostages and seizing 
control of the facility, offi- 
cials said Monday. 
The 
incident 
erupted 
late Sunday and quickly 
evolved into a standoff. 
Pakistani officials later con- 
firmed that one counter- 
terrorism officer was killed 
during the takeover at the 
detention center in Bannu, 
a district in the Khyber Pak- 
htunkhwa province and 
part of a former tribal re- 
gion. Police and the mili- 
tary scrambled to deploy 
troops and special forces 
to the area but by Monday 
evening, some 20 hours 
later, the hostage crisis was 
still ongoing. According to 
officials, at least 30 Taliban 
fighters were involved in 
the takeover and there 
were possibly as many as 10 
hostages. The brazen ac- 
tion reflected the govern- 
ment’s inability to exercise 
control over the remote re- 
gion along the border with 
Afghanistan. The Pakistani 
Taliban are a separate 
group but also allied with 
the Afghan Taliban, who 


seized power in the neigh- 
boring country last year as 
U.S. and NATO troops were 
in the final stages of their 
pullout from Afghanistan. 
Few other details emerged 
about the takeover, which 
apparently 
happened 
while police were interro- 
gating the Taliban detain- 
ees, according to Moham- 
mad Ali Saif, a spokesman 
for the provincial govern- 
ment. 
Saif said the place was sur- 
rounded and that officials 
were trying to negotiate 
with 
the 
hostage-takers. 
However, he said the “gov- 


ernment will not accept 
any demands of the terror- 
ists” who were being asked 
by authorities to surrender. 
Saif earlier said an opera- 
tion was underway but did 
not elaborate. 
Authorities enlisted the help 
of several relatives of the 
Taliban insurgents in the ne- 
gotiations, several security 
officials told The Associated 
Press. They spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
talk to reporters. They said 
some Pakistani clerics were 
also in talks with the leader- 
ship of the Pakistani Taliban 


in neighboring Afghanistan 
to resolve the hostage crisis 
in a peaceful manner. 
The officials said some sol- 
diers were also among 
the hostages. There were 
concerns that the military 
could storm the facility if 
negotiations fail. In a video 
message circulating on so- 
cial media, the hostage- 
takers threatened to kill the 
officers if their safe passage 
was not arranged. 
Mohammad Khurasani, a 
spokesman for the Paki- 
stani Taliban — also known 
as Tehreek-e-Taliban Paki- 
stan or TTP — said some of 


the hostage-takers were 
TTP members who had 
been detained for years in 
Bannu. 
Khurasani said the TTP fight- 
ers were demanding safe 
passage to North or South 
Waziristan, areas that were 
a Taliban stronghold until a 
wave of military offensives 
over the past years drove 
out many of the insurgents. 
Since then, TTP’s top lead- 
ers and fighters have been 
hiding in neighboring Af- 
ghanistan though the mili- 
tants still have relatively 
free reign in patches of 
the province. Initially, the 
hostage-takers demanded 
in a video message posted 
on social media that they 
be airlifted to Afghanistan 
but Khurasani said that de- 
mand had been made by 
mistake, since the TTP fight- 
ers were not aware due to 
their prolonged detention 
that the group now “enjoys 
control in some” parts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, near 
the Afghan border. 
The Pakistani Taliban have 
stepped up attacks on 
security forces since last 
month, when they unilater- 
ally ended a monthslong 
cease-fire with the Paki- 
stani government. The vio- 
lence has strained relations 
between 
Pakistan 
and 
Afghanistan’s Taliban rul- 
ers, who had brokered the 
cease-fire in May. q 


ROME (AP) — The execu- 
tive director of the United 
Nations World Food Pro- 


gram, which won the Nobel 
Peace Prize two years ago, 
says he will step down at 


the end of a six-year term 
heading the world’s largest 
humanitarian organization. 
David Beasley, a Repub- 
lican, served one term as 
South 
Carolina’s 
gover- 
nor from 1995 to 1999. In a 
statement Saturday, Beas- 
ley said he will exit his role 
at the conclusion of his 
term in April 2023. 
“Serving in this capacity has 
been the greatest joy and 
deepest heartache of my 
life,” Beasley said. “Thanks 
to the generosity of govern- 
ments and individuals, we 
have fed so many millions 
of people. But the reality is 
we have not been able to 
feed them all and the trag- 
edy of extreme hunger in a 
wealthy world persists.” 


Beasley 
was 
appointed 
to the U.N. post in 2017 by 
then-U.S. 
President 
Don- 
ald Trump, and was rec- 
ommended for the job by 
Nikki Haley, another former 
South Carolina governor. 
Haley also served as the 
U.S. ambassador to the U.N. 
during the Trump adminis- 
tration. Beasley succeeded 
Ertharin Cousin, an Ameri- 
can lawyer and former U.S. 
ambassador. 
The World Food Program 
won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 2020 for fighting hunger 
and seeking to end its use 
as “a weapon of war and 
conflict” at a time when 
the coronavirus pandemic 
threatened to exacerbate 
starvation. In March 2022, 


Beasley’s term was extend- 
ed under the Biden admin- 
istration for an extra year. 
In September, he said that 
when he assumed his role 
in 2017, only 80 million peo- 
ple around the world were 
headed 
toward 
starva- 
tion. But climate problems, 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the war in Ukraine in- 
creased that number to 
135 million. 
The 
Rome-based 
World 
Food 
Program 
was 
es- 
tablished in 1961 at the 
behest of U.S. President 
Dwight 
Eisenhower 
and 
has brought aid to multiple 
crises, including Ethiopia’s 
famine of 1984, the Asian 
tsunami of 2004 and the 
Haiti earthquake of 2010.q 


Security officials stand guard on a blocked road leading to a counter-terrorism center where 
several Pakistani Taliban detainees have taken police officers and others hostage inside the 
compound, in Bannu, a district in the Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, Monday, Dec. 
19, 2022. 
Associated Press 


Pakistani Taliban overpower guards, seize police center 


World Food Program Executive Director David Beasley speaks 
during an interview with The Associated Press at the WFP 
headquarters in Rome, Nov. 2, 2021. 


Associated Press 


Head of Nobel Prize-winning UN World Food Program to quit 
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Dutch government apologizes for slavery past 


ORANJESTAD – Yesterday 
morning, a historical mo- 
ment for Aruba, the Neth- 
erlands and the rest of the 
kingdom took place. The 
prime minister of the Neth- 
erlands, Mark Rutte, of- 
ficially apologized in the 
name of the Dutch Govern- 
ment for slavery in the past 
of the kingdom. Secretary 
of State for Justice and Se- 
curity of the Netherlands, 
Eric van der Burg was pres- 
ent in Aruba, representing 
the Dutch government for 
this special moment. 


Prime Minister Rutte empha- 
sized during his speech that 
he is aware of the responsi- 
bility of the Dutch State in its 
historical form, and thus he 
offered apologies for the 
role of the Netherlands, in 
the involvement of its gov- 
ernment predecessors, to 
allow, facilitate, promote, 
pertuate and benefit from 
the slave trade. 
“Slavery affected the dig- 
nity of human beings for 
many years, slavery by 
which people were con- 
sciously reduced to busi- 
ness merchandise in a re- 
pulsive way and were re- 
moved from their circle and 
their family”, Rutte said. 


He indicated that to be- 
gin reparations, an integral 
package of measures will 
be offered which will in- 
clude, among other things, 
stimulation of knowledge, 
awareness, 
recognition, 
commemoration and bet- 
ter understanding of the ef- 
fects of slavery to this day. 
Aside from this, the Cabinet 
will work on equal oppor- 


tunities and fighting racism 
and discrimination. 


“The history that we share 
leaves us living in the 21st 
Century 
amazed 
and 
ashamed for acts that took 
place. History cannot be 
eliminated with an apol- 
ogy, and this is not the in- 
tention of the Cabinet. We 
cannot change the past, 
but we can recognize it. 
The Cabinet sees today’s 
reaction as an important 
step, not as closure”, he in- 
dicated. 


He added that the Cabinet 
sees the process of aware- 
ness of slavery in the past 
as a long one, and wants 
to put a basis for a united 
future on the way to the 
year of commemoration of 
abolition of slavery, which 
will begin on the 1st of July, 
2023. 


Rutte 
pointed 
out 
that 
even though we cannot 
hear voices from the past, 
the story that can be made 
out of historical documen- 
tations is not always pretty, 
and many times it is ugly, 
painful and directly shame- 
ful. This is the case for the 
role of the Netherlands in 
the history of slavery. 
He continued saying that 
until 1814, over 600,000 
men, women and children 
out of Africa were en- 
slaved and sent in boats in 
deplorable conditions to 
the American continent by 
Dutch slave traders. In Asia, 
between 660,000 and one 
million people – there is no 
certain number – were traf- 
ficked to the areas under 


authority of the West Indies 
Company. 
“The numbers are unimagi- 
nable. The human suffer- 
ing that they endured is 
even more unimaginable. 
An endless stream of sto- 
ries that were lived, and 
testimonies from witnesses 
show that there was no lim- 
it to the arbitrary cruelty of 
the slave system, and thus 
there was no limit to injus- 
tice and terror”, Rutte said. 


The Prime Minister refer- 
enced the book Anton 
de Kom, which tells about 
the treatment and horrible 
punishments that the slaves 
had to endure. In the book, 
the reader can find stories 
about people who were 
tortured to death, people 
who lost their extremities as 
punishment or were burned 
with iron on their faces. 
“We can read about it, we 
are aware of it, but even 
so, the horrible destiny of 
the person who was turned 
into a slave is almost un- 
imaginable”, he added. 


Rutte commented that this 
history finds, in recent years, 
more attention through ex- 
hibitions, publications and 
also in public debate. He 
emphasized 
that 
social 
awareness is taking place 
and through this there is 
also a change in mentality, 
something that is good, ap- 
propriate and necessary, 
because the silence lasted 
too long, he said. 


He said he personally also 
experienced a change in 
thought. He said that for a 


long time, he thought that 
it was not possible to take 
significant responsibility for 
something that happened 
so many years ago. For 
a long time, he said, he 
thought that the role of the 
Netherlands in the history of 
slavery was something of 
the past, but he was wrong. 
“Centuries of oppression 
and exploitation have ef- 
fects on the present still, 
in racist stereotypes, in 
discrimination and exclu- 
sion patterns and in social 
inequality. And to break 
these patterns we must 
face the past with hones- 
ty”, Rutte emphasized. 


Dutch Secretary of State 
for Justice and Security, 
Van der Burg mentioned in 
his speech that he is thank- 
ful to those that for many 
years fought to resist slav- 
ery. “A lot of our parents 
are those who suffered be- 
cause of slaver in the past”, 
he commented. 


A very specific pointed 
mentioned by Van der Burg 
was that slavery in Aruba 
was less intense compared 
to other countries, but this 
further emphasized the cru- 
elty of those who enslaved 
people. 
The Secretary of State also 
indicated that he finds Vir- 
ginia 
Dementricia, 
and 
Aruban born in slavery, to 
be admirable and he finds 
it remarkable that she had 
the shine and courage to 
resist her oppression. 


Looking forward, the Dutch 
government is collaborat- 
ing with Aruba to surpass 
challenges presented by 
the history of slavery, by 
contributing to the digita- 
lization of the National Ar- 
chive in order to improve 
accessibility to documents 
that help those interested 
in finding out more about 
their past to find the neces- 
sary information.q 
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Official launch of DRH's HR portal 


ORANJESTAD 
- 
Departa- 
mento Recurso Humano 
(DRH) officially launched 
the "HR Portal" website on 
December 14, 2022. 


The HR Portal is a website 
with 
information 
about 
Land Aruba's human re- 
sources policy. Employees 
of Land Aruba can eas- 
ily find information there 
about their legal status and 
the rules that govern it. 


On the website the em- 
ployees of Land Aruba will 


find: 


Information 
on 
country 
regulations and applicable 
rules on personnel policy; 
explanation of processes; 
documents and forms re- 
quired for submitting a re- 
quest 
Answers 
to 
frequently 
asked questions regarding 
their legal status. 
Topics 
such 
as 
perfor- 
mance management, pay 
and compensation, AZV- 
plus and vacancies are 
available on the website. 


The website will be continu- 
ously updated and devel- 
oped so that it is a valuable 
source of information for 
government departments, 
public employees and the 
general public. 


One can access the web- 
site via computer, tablet or 
phone (smartphone) The 
visiting address of the web- 
site is: https://hrportaal.drh. 
gov.aw. 


To keep government per- 
sonnel informed at all times, 
a quarterly HR newsletter is 
produced. 
Government 
employees can register for 
this through the website. 
The HR newsletter contains 
the new circulars, legisla- 
tion and latest develop- 
ments in the HR field. 


The DRH invites all govern- 
ment departments, gov- 
ernment employees and 
stakeholders to visit this 
website.q 
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Pay it forward 


Oranjestad – One of our 
lovely visitors shared a 
wonderful story with us, with 
a beautiful message of how 
important, meaningful and 
wonderful it is to pay kind- 
ness forward. 


The story comes from Susan 
and 
Stephen 
Haggerty, 
who wrote tou s with the 
following story. 


“Hi! My husband Stephen 
Haggerty and I Susan Hag- 
gerty have been coming 
to Aruba for 15 years and 
noticed how many dogs 
there were roaming and 
after speaking to people 
from the island we learned 
that so many of the dogs 
were homeless and hungry. 
My husband and I wanted 
to do something to help so 
we started going to Super- 
foods to buy dog food and 
asked the local shelters to 
come to Lacabana to pick 
the food up. We would 
spend between 500 and 
800.00 on as many bags as 
our car would allow.” 


“We would share it on 
Facebook and our friends 


from Boston said they want- 
ed to give us money for the 
food so we started a little 
fundraiser and we called it 
Feed a Dog in Aruba. Last 
year was the first year we 
did the fundraiser and we 
raised $3,000. This year our 
goal was to at least get to 
$3,000 and we reached 
$4,135! We had so many 
people who gave money 
from Boston, New England 
and all over the country 
contributed to the cause.” 


“When we got to LaCa- 
bana where we are stay 
friends who we have met 


over the years came up 
to us and gave us cash 
for the food. Last year and 
this year we asked the res- 
cue groups on the island 
to meet us at Just 4 Pet in 
Aruba. They supplied us 
with the bags of food for 
the last 2 years. A combi- 
nation of puppy and adult 
dog food. We dedicated 
this years fundraiser to our 
yellow lab Brady who we 
lost to cancer at the age of 
13 in November.” 


“We really wanted to pay 
it forward and we thought 
what better way than to 
help the dogs in Aruba 
where we love to come 
every December for vaca- 
tion. We would like thank 
the rescue groups in the 
island who work so hard 
everyday and Just 4 Pet 
who supply the food. Our 
friends 
Skip 
and 
Claire 
Freeman 
from 
Chicago 
accompanied us this year 
to help load the food and 
have helped us each year. 
Here are some of the pic- 
tures from last year and this 
year.”q 
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Sea turtle conservation by Turtugaruba Foundation 


ORANJESTAD ― Turtugaruba was 
founded on September 3rd, 2003 
by a group of enthusiastic volun- 
teers. Ten years earlier, in 1993, a 
Sea Turtle Recovery Action Plan 
(STRAP) was introduced in Aruba 
and the rest of the Caribbean as 
an initiative of the United Nations 
Environment Program (UNEP). Tom 
Barmes, who was working at DLVV 
(Deptartment of Agriculture, Hus- 
bandry and Fishery) was one of 
the writers of the STRAP for Aruba, 
together with Karen Eckert, direc- 
tor of WIDECAST (Wider Caribbean 
Sea Turtle Conservation Network). 
This is how sea turtle conservation 
started on the island following a 
plan that is still complied with to- 
day. 


Tom formed a group of volun- 
teers around him, because na- 
ture does not know office hours, 
like an organization such as DLVV. 
This group of volunteers used the 


name Widecast Aruba and today 
there are still a few of them ac- 
tive. They first started protecting 
the Leatherback Sea Turtle nests 
on Palm Beach and Eagle Beach. 
This group also investigated which 
other species of sea turtles use 
Aruba as their nesting habitat and 
which beaches are used by them. 
For a period of 25 years a study has 
been conducted in which every 
early morning the beach was be- 
ing monitored in which now there is 
a good overview of sea turtle nest- 
ing activities. 


There are 4 different sea turtle spe- 
cies that visit Aruba to lay their 
eggs, each with their own specific 
season: 
•	 
Leatherback Sea Turtle - Led- 
erschildpad - Driekiel (March – 
September) 
•	 
Loggerhead Sea Turtle - Dik- 
kopschildpad - Cawama (May 
– September) 


•	 
Hawksbill Sea Turtle - Karetsch- 
ildpad - Caret (June – Decem- 
ber) 
•	 
Green Turtle - Soepschildpad 
- Turtuga Blanco (July-Novem- 
ber) 


There also came a better under- 
standing and overview of the big- 
gest threats to the sea turtles ex- 
istence in Aruba and how these 
problems should be tackled. De- 
spite hard work, all those years, 
most problems have not really 
gone away, but luckily and thanks 
to the enormous efforts from the 
volunteers, the sea turtles are still 
here. On Aruba the sea turtles 
are threatened with extinction by 
pollution, driving on dunes and 
beaches with quads and 4x4’s and 
the loss of nesting beaches due to 
coastal development on behalf of 
tourism. Because coastal devel- 
opment comes with artificial light 
and artificial light is a mayor issue 
for sea turtles, mother turtle usu- 
ally comes on shore at night look- 
ing for a dark beach to make her 
nest. However… a dark beach is 
hard to find here nowadays. Light 
causes stress and can result in her 
returning to the sea without laying 
her eggs. Artificial light causes dis- 
orientation for the baby sea turtles 
(hatchlings). 


They crawl towards artificial light 
sources 
(like 
streetlights, 
hotel 
lights, etc.) and then they don’t 
find the sea. In the 90’s it was still 
a common occurrence to find a 
complete nest of about 70 hatch- 
lings on the streets, dead, as cars 
drove over them. Thanks to their 
protection methods and a lot of 
time and effort, the volunteers of 
Turtugaruba have managed to 
get this under control. But for a sus- 


tainable solution there must be less 
light visible on the beaches and 
a strict regulation of it. Sea turtles 
simply need dark nesting beaches 
for their survival. It is clear that even 
more coastal development would 
not make the situation better for 
the sea turtles. Again, more hotel 
rooms? And even busier beach- 
es? These are choices Aruba has 
to make. Do we want to leave a 
place for the sea turtles? Not only 
Aruba, but the entire world needs 
sea turtles! Sea turtles play a vital 
role in keeping our oceans healthy. 


The Green Turtle, for example, 
keeps the sea grasses on the bot- 
tom of the sea short and therefore 
a healthy place for many fish to de- 
posit their eggs. The Leatherback, 
the largest turtle of the world, eats 
mainly jellyfish and helps main- 
tain the balance between jellyfish 
and plankton. Despite the threats 
that exist on Aruba, the turtles still 
keep coming. That’s why today 
Turtugaruba is especially proud of 
the volunteers and the many peo- 
ple and organizations of our com- 
munity that carry a warm place 
in their hearts for the sea turtles. 
All four species are active now, 
which means all hands on deck 
in the field for us, the volunteers. 
We strive to keep the sea turtles, 
our oldest ‘repeat guests’, always 
coming back to Aruba and get the 
chance to reproduce here. 


What you can do to protect the sea 
turtles 
•	 
Lights out for sea turtles. 
•	 
Do not drive on beaches. 
•	 
Do not litter. Do not leave any 
plastic cups, straws or bags on 
the beach. 
•	 
Remove obstacles from the 
beach. 
•	 
Do not disturb a nesting sea 
turtle. Do not attempt to touch 
the turtle but stay at a respect- 
ful distance (at least 10 meters). 
•	 
Do call Turtugaruba (24 hour 
Turtle Hotline: (297) 5929393). 


For more information visit the face- 
book page Turtugaruba Founda- 
tion. q 
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Fundacion Lanta Papiamento putting 
spotlight on local authors 


ORANJESTAD – Recently, 
FLP, a foundation dedicat- 
ed to the promotion and 
elevation of our national 
language Papiamento, to- 
gether with the National 
Library of Aruba put a spot- 
light on our local authors 
and their publications. Dur- 
ing the event Tertulia Lit- 
erario (Literary Gathering) 
2022 that took place this 
month at the National Li- 
brary in San Nicolas, there 
was an explosion of litera- 
ture that attracted a big 
crowd. 


The authors who were pre- 
sented and received rec- 
ognition were: 
Olga Buckley, Brandon Bu- 
los, Evert Bongers, Desiree 
Correa, Richard A. Frank, 
Lenie Henttu-Jeandor, Ari- 
ana 
Koolman, 
Eusebio 
Petrona, Ini Statia, Ruthy 
Vrieswijk-Bergen, 
Arlene 
M. Wever, Letitia Wever, 
Oswald Wever and Tyrone 
Wong, without forgetting 
the National Library itself, 
which 
published 
three 
books on its own. 


What is interesting is that 
these authors provided a 
wide variety of genre and 
language. There are books 
for children and adults, fic- 
tion and non-fiction; name- 
ly three children’s books, 
two young adult novels, 
three adult novels, one 
short story, four poetry col- 
lections, and five non-fic- 
tion works about different 
subjects. 


Most of these are in Papia- 
mento and there is also one 
work in Dutch and four in 
English, meaning there was 
one for every taste. During 


the event there were two 
special presentations, by 
Ini Statia who presented 
and baptized her poetry 
collection “In the name of 
love” in a very original way. 
The other presentation was 
by Tyrone Wong, who pre- 
sented 
his 
three-volume 
publication: The Village in 
San Nicolas, Aruba: Social 
History during the 20th and 
21st Centuries. 


FLP thanks the authors, re- 
searchers and everyone 
who contributed to this im- 
portant yield. Congratula- 
tions on the publications. 


However, FLP has noticed 
that there is little promo- 
tion of these books on the 
market. Perhaps there are 
more books and stories that 
came out but the founda- 
tion is not aware of them. 
The foundation is commit- 
ted to helping in this re- 
gard. With the Tertulia Liter- 
ario, which they have been 
organizing for a few years, 
they are trying to bring 
publicity to Aruba’s litera- 
ture. And they propose to 
begin a custom of gifting 
books to people, for exam- 
ple, for Christmas this year! 


The foundation adds that 
there are more productions 
that also need attention, 
namely song lyrics in Papia- 
mento which if they are of 
good quality, fall into the 
category of poetry. 
What is very interesting is 
that, while walking in the 
supermarket, 
searching 
for gifts in other stores and 
online, the foundation has 
noticed that more and 
more local people are us- 
ing Papiamento in their 
products. A development 
which they note with joy. 
The foundation noted cof- 
fee, rum, soaps, creams 
and fragrances, cards, sta- 
tionery with Papiamento 
text, and food products, all 
with names in Papiamento. 


The foundation notes that 
this should be applauded 
and they hope that more 
people will find inspiration 
to use our beautiful lan- 
guate 
Papiamento 
one 
way or another. “A lan- 
guage is a jewel, a very 
important 
cultural 
heri- 
tage, something beautiful 
that we must protect, de- 
velop and present to the 
world.”q 


330 professionals in the hotel industry 
received Supercharged Service 
Training Program 2022 certificate 


ORANJESTAD – Last week, minister of Education and 
Sport, Mr. Endy Croes together with his colleague minis- 
ter of Health and Tourism, Mr. Dangui Oduber were pres- 
ent at a ceremony during which 330 employees in the 
hotel industry received their certificate for having taken 
part in the Supercharged Service Training Program 2022. 


The program was organized by Aruba Time Share Associ- 
ation (ATSA) and Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association 
(CHTA) Education Foundation, and took place at the 
Ballroom of the Aruba Marriott Resort & Stellaris Casino. 


Employees from different companies and organizations 
took part in the fourteen days of the program. 


Minister Endy Croes gave a speech for the occasion, 
during which he congratulated the 330 professionals 
who successfully completed the program, and now can 
continue promoting Aruba and giving a better service to 
our guests. The minister also congratulated ATSA, Aruba 
Tourism Authority, CHTA Education Foundation and part- 
ners from different organizations that worked together 
with each other to make this program possible.q 
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By ANNE D’INNOCENZIO 
AP Retail Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Since 
the pandemic, Elizabeth 
Hulanick has turned to toys 
from her childhood to re- 
lieve stress. 
She and her co-workers 
chip in to buy Legos at Tar- 
get and play at their desks. 
She also started playing 
with Silly Putty again, not- 
ing she felt comforted by 
the bouncy rubbery stuff 
that changes colors. 
Even her American Girl doll 
called Samantha, which 
she keeps in her china 
cabinet, resonates more 
these days; she waited one 
year for her mother to buy 
her that doll when she was 
a child and now, she says, 
it served as a reminder to 
always be patient. 
“(This) probably will be with 
me forever. I always need 
something to be tinkering 
with, and that’s probably 
the safest bet for me to 
stick with a toy versus keep 
trying to figure out how to 
fix cars or something like 
that,” the 37-year-old Pis- 
cataway, New Jersey resi- 


Jamie Cygielman, general manager and president at American 
Girl, poses behind a showcase of dolls during a press tour, 
Friday, Dec. 2, 2022, in New York. 


Associated Press 


Not just for kids: 
Toymakers aim more 
products at grown-ups 


dent said. 
Long before the pandem- 
ic, many adults turned to 
toys from Legos to collect- 
ible items to tap into their 
inner childhood for com- 
fort. 
But all the stresses from the 
health crisis accelerated 
and solidified the trend, 
according to Jim Silver, ed- 
itor-in-chief of TTPM, a toy 
review site. 
And even as the pandem- 
ic’s threat ebbs, toy mak- 
ers from Mattel’s Ameri- 
can Girl to Build-a-Bear 
Workshop Inc. see adults’ 
interest in playthings as 
long-lasting and are creat- 
ing new products, services 
and websites aimed for the 
older group. 
This so-called “kid-adult” 
market is significant. Ages 
18 and older represented 
14% of U.S. toy industry 
sales, or $5.7 billion for the 
12 months ending Septem- 
ber 2022. 
It grew 19% since the 12 
months ending Septem- 
ber 2021, according to the 
NPD Group Inc., a market 
research firm. q 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 1 ,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 
24 weeks remain each $15 K 
each 
1 br WK # 4 room # 2349 
25 weeks remain $8 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village golf 
1 br WK # 2 room # 4102 $8 K 
studio WK # 3 room # 4205 
$7K 
21 weeks remain on each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $7500 
studio WK # 4 room # 8203 
31 weeks remain $7500 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Dutch Village 
eagle beach 
studio WK # 129 
22 weeks remain Non manda- 
tory 
expire : 2028 
Price :$6 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 2 room # 2340 
Harbor / ocean view 
Price :$10 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Casa Del Mar 
eagle beach 
1 br and 2 br for 
week 51 and 52 
Price strat as low as $6000 for 
1 br 
and $15,000 2 br 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


For rent 
divi village golf 
1 br sleep 4 date 24 to 31 st 
dec 2023 
and from 31 st to 7 Janaury 
2023$2000 
studio sleep 4 date :7 to 14 Jan 
2023 $1500 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Santa Cruz Tel. 585 8028 
San Nicolas: 
aloe Tel. 584 4606 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 


HEALTH 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK # 1 ,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 
24 weeks remain each $15 K 
each 
1 br WK # 4 room # 2349 
25 weeks remain $8 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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HTTA 
Time -share resale 
are you interested in sell your 
Time -share in aruba , 
contact the experts ,37 years 
doing honest business 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Marriott Surf Club 
Palm beach 
2 br 2 bath week 51 and 52 
Platinum plus Ocean Front 
Price :$180 K both weeks 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
2br week # 50 room # 631/632 
30 weeks remain 
Pool/ocean view 
Price : $18 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
2 br PH week # 51/52 room # 
672 
Pool/ ocean view 
22 weeks remain each 
Price : $30 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Palm beach right on the beach 
1 br Week #52 room # 401 
24 weeks remain 
Price : $ 10 ,750 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana Beach and casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 49 room # 220 a 
1 br WK # 50 room # 316 a 
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$ 6000 both 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


La Cabana Beach and Casino 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 room #329 a 
Ocean view 
Price :$10 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
2 br WK #51 room # 2205/2206 
24 weeks remain 
Price : $15 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
eagle beach 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room 
#2360 
31/22 weeks remain 
Price : $ 13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Divi Village Golf 
Eagle Beach 
1 br WK # 50 ,51,52,01 room 
#2357 
33/24/24/28 week remain 
Price : $13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room # 
2314 
Garden view 
Price : $12 K each 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br WK # 51 and 52 room 
#2509 
Pool/ ocean view 
Price :$30 K both weeks 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 
1 br week # 51/52 room #2530 
Harbor view 
Price :$13 K each 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private islands 
1 br WK # 52 room # 2532 
Harbor view 
Price : $13 K 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Tierra Del Sol 
Wespunt 
3 br 2 1/2 bath 
Fully furnished Ocean view 
With garage 
Price : $475 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Tibushi wespunt 
2 br ,2 bath 
and pool 
Price :$325K 
call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
Palm beach 
3 br 2 bath with and appart- 
ment 
5 min walk to beach and all top 
restaurant and entertainment 
Price :$550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


House For sale 
alto Vista Noord 
3 br ,2 bath with and appart- 
ment 
Fully furnished ocean view 
Price : $550 K 
call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 


Great invest oppertunity 
bubali Noord 10 min walk 
From eagle and palm beach 
3 br 1 bath 
2 br 2 bath 
1 br 1 bath 
3 br 2 bath 
Price :$525,280 
call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


www.halleytimetravelaruba.online 
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By RONALD BLUM 
AP Baseball Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Pitcher 
Kodai Senga can opt out 
of his contract with the 


New York Mets after the 
2025 season if he totals at 
least 400 innings in the next 
three seasons. 
Senga, who is to be intro- 


duced at a Citi Field news 
conference on Monday, 
gets a $5 million signing 
bonus as part of a $75 mil- 
lion, 
five-year 
contract. 
He receives salaries of $14 
million annually from 2023- 
27 and can opt out of the 
deal after the 2025 season 
if he pitches a total of 400 
innings from 2023-25. 
There is a $15 million condi- 
tional team option for 2028 
that the Mets could exer- 
cise if Senga does not opt 
out and has Tommy John 
surgery or a right elbow in- 
jury that causes him to go 
on the injured list for more 
than 130 consecutive days. 
His salaries through 2027 
would escalate by $2 mil- 
lion for each Cy Young 
Award won and by $1 mil- 
lion for finishing second 
through fifth in the voting. 


The escalators would ap- 
ply to the 2028 option only 
if the conditions for the op- 
tion are met. 
Senga gets a full no-trade 
provision 
through 
2025, 
then can block trades to 
10 teams for the remainder 
of the contract, He cannot 
be assigned to the minor 
leagues without his con- 
sent, and he will become a 
free agent when the con- 
tract expires. 
He would earn a $100,00 
bonus for winning reliever 
of the year, a $50,000 bo- 
nus for winning a Cy Young, 
$25,000 for finishing sec- 
ond in the Cy Young vot- 
ing and $10,000 for third. 
Senga would get $100,000 
for 
World 
Series 
MVP, 
$50,000 each for making 
the All-Star ream, winning a 
Gold Glove or the League 


Championship Series MVP 
Senga, 
a 
hard-throwing 
right-hander, did not have 
to go through the posting 
system with the Japanese 
big leagues because he 
has 11 seasons of service 
time. 
Senga, who turns 30 in Jan- 
uary, was 11-6 with a 1.94 
ERA in 22 starts for the Pacif- 
ic League’s Fukuoka Soft- 
Bank Hawks last season. He 
pitched three scoreless in- 
nings in two outings to help 
Japan win a gold medal at 
the Olympics last year, al- 
lowing one hit and striking 
out six with two walks. 
Senga struck out 16 in 11 in- 
nings during the 2017 World 
Baseball Classic. 
He permitted one earned 
run in three games, earn- 
ing all-tournament team 
honors.q 


Japan’s starter Kodai Senga pitches against Israel during the first 
inning of a second-round game at the World Baseball Classic in 
Tokyo, March 15, 2017. 
Associated Press 


Senga can opt out of Mets deal if 400 IP in next 3 years 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP) — Vi- 
jay Singh and his son finally 
cashed in on their 16th try 
at the PNC Championship. 
For Tiger Woods, he happily 
settled for another great 
week with his son in the one 
tournament where no one 
has a bad time. 
“It was great being with 
Dad after working so hard 
to get here — for me school, 
and him just the injury,” 
13-year-old Charlie Woods 
said. “Being out there with 
a great atmosphere and 
everyone being out there, 
it was awesome.” 
It felt even better for Singh, 
the three-time major cham- 
pion who first played the 
PNC Championship in 2003 
when his son, Qass, was 13. 
Singh all but sealed it with 
a 6-foot birdie putt for a 
59 in the scramble format, 
becoming the first team in 
tournament history to post a 
sub-60 score in both rounds. 
They finished at 26-under 
118 and won by two shots 
over defending champions 
John Daly and his son and 
2020 winners Justin Thomas 
and his father. “This is what 
we wanted forever,” Qass 
said, now 32 and working in 
insurance. “Sixteen years,” 
his father interjected. “Way 


too long, but it’s about 
time,” Qass said. “So I’m 
thrilled. I’m so happy. This 
is already the best week, 
so this is just making it ... no 
words can describe. It’s go- 
ing to be a memory I’m go- 
ing to have forever.” 
Woods and his son fell out 
of contention with a bogey 
on the par-4 seventh hole 
when both drove into the 
woods. They tied for eighth 
in the 20-team field. 
Thomas and his father, 
Mike, a longtime Kentucky 


club professional, looked to 
be on their way to another 
title until the birdies dried 
up on the back nine, and 
by then Team Singh was on 
its way to an overdue vic- 
tory. About the time Little 
John Daly rolled in an 18- 
foot eagle putt from off the 
green for a 59 to reach 24 
under, Qass Singh hit the 
shot of the day with a hy- 
brid on the par-5 14th to 
about 4 feet for eagle. 
For Team Woods, their best 
shots were on Saturday and 


put them in the final group 
and left them hopeful of 
getting the Willie Park Tro- 
phy. On Sunday, Woods hit 
his approach on the par-5 
fifth to 15 feet, and Char- 
lie extended his right fist in 
celebration upon holing 
the eagle putt to get within 
two shots of the lead. But 
that was as good as it got, 
at least for the golf. 
In their third year playing 
this event, it was the first 
time Woods allowed his son 
to join him for interviews, 


and the kid delivered. 
“I feel like I already knew 
what he was capable of, 
and then yesterday, that’s 
the best he’s ever played 
in a while. And that kind 
of shocked me a little bit,” 
Charlie said as his father 
tried to contain his laugh- 
ter. “I used to be good,” 
Woods replied. 
Woods mentioned some 
text messages he received 
Saturday night after a 3-iron 
into the 18th hole that re- 
ferred to “rolling back the 
clock.” Woods has been 
saying he still has all the 
shots, it’s just a matter of 
walking. He was in a cart at 
the PGA Tour Champions- 
sanctioned event, still limp- 
ing because of plantar fas- 
ciitis in his right foot. 
But he has plenty of pop, 
and he let Justin Thomas 
know it. Woods ripped one 
past Thomas, the 29-year- 
old PGA champion, on the 
fifth hole. He zoomed up 
the fairway quickly enough 
to leave a note next to 
Thomas’ ball that said, 
“You’ve got mail.” 
Thomas was hopeful of 
the final word if he and his 
father were to win again. 
Needling aside, he was im- 
pressed with what he saw 
on certain shots, that drive 
being one of them. q 


Vijay Singh, right, and his son Qass Sing, left, talk before teeing off the first hole during the first 
round of the PNC Championship golf tournament Saturday, Dec. 17, 2022, in Orlando, Fla. 


Associated Press 


Singh and son finally win PNC as Woods can’t make up ground 
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By ROB MAADDI 
AP Pro Football Writer 
TAMPA, Fla. (AP) — Joe Bur- 
row wasn’t satisfied after 
throwing four touchdown 
passes in the second half 
to rally the Bengals to a 
comeback 
victory 
over 
Tom Brady and the Bucca- 
neers. “Not one of my fa- 
vorites,” Burrow said when 
asked how he felt about 
Cincinnati’s 34-23 victory 
over Tampa Bay on Sun- 
day. “I mean, it was an 
exciting game but an ugly 
one that we were able to 
pull out and that just goes 
to show you that teams, 
like we have, they just find 
ways to win games. We 
keep just talking about it 
and guys just keep step- 
ping up and making big 
time plays for us.” Week 15 
was a struggle not only for 
the Bengals (10-4) but sev- 
eral playoff-bound teams. 
Only one game Bengals- 
Buccaneers was decided 
by more than 10 points, go- 
ing into the Rams-Packers 
matchup Monday night. 
Patrick 
Mahomes 
and 
the Chiefs (11-3) needed 
overtime to beat the lowly 
Texans (1-12-1). The Chiefs 
trailed 21-16 going into the 
fourth quarter and Harrison 
Butker missed a 51-yard 


field goal in the final min- 
ute that would’ve won it in 
regulation for Kansas City. 
But the Chiefs wrapped up 
their seventh straight AFC 
West title on Jerick McKin- 
non’s 26-yard TD run in OT. 
“In today’s world, the NFL, 
you can’t go by the re- 
cord,” Chiefs coach Andy 
Reid said. “Everything is 
so close, the parity, and 
you’re off by like a finger- 


tip catch or maybe a pen- 
alty or a turnover. It’s just 
one thing. It’s never been 
where there have been so 
many close games as there 
are now that have been 
determined by one score. 
The tape tells you the story. 
You put on the tape. We 
knew it was going to be a 
battle. We felt that going 
in.” 
Jalen Hurts and Philadel- 


phia (13-1) had to over- 
come a tough first half and 
three turnovers to beat Chi- 
cago 25-20. Hurts ran for 
three scores on a day he 
tossed two picks. 
“I think it’s a testament to 
how we persevered as a 
team and how we believed 
in one another as a team,” 
Hurts said. “And I think the 
great teams, great players, 
they find a way.” 


The Cowboys (10-4) blew 
a 17-point lead in the third 
quarter and lost 40-34 in 
overtime at Jacksonville. 
Dallas nearly lost to Hous- 
ton last week. This time, 
the Cowboys couldn’t put 
away the surging Jaguars, 
who now trail first-place 
Tennessee (7-7) by only a 
game in the AFC South. 
Dak Prescott threw two 
picks in the second half, in- 
cluding a tipped ball Ray- 
shawn Jenkins returned 52 
yards for a TD in OT. 
The Cowboys may have 
been looking ahead to 
facing the Eagles on Christ- 
mas Eve but now the loss 
to Jacksonville all but elimi- 
nates Dallas from winning 
the NFC East. 
“You don’t overlook any 
game,” Cowboys coach 
Mike McCarthy said. 
On Saturday, Minnesota 
(11-3) fell behind Indianap- 
olis (4-9-1) 33-0 at halftime 
before staging the biggest 
comeback in NFL history to 
win 39-36 in OT. Baltimore 
(9-5) fell out of first place in 
the AFC North with a 13-3 
loss to Cleveland (6-8). Buf- 
falo (11-3) held onto the 
No. 1 seed in the AFC when 
Tyler Bass kicked a 25-yard 
field goal as time expired to 
beat Miami (8-6) 32-29. q 


By STEPHEN WHYNO 
AP Hockey Writer 
ARLINGTON, Va. (AP) — 
The happiest professional 
athlete outside of soccer 
about Lionel Messiwinning 
the World Cup might be 
hockey star Alex Ovechkin. 
A longtime fan of Messi, 
Ovechkin is reveling in Mes- 
si getting the job done with 
Argentina, including scor- 
ing twice and converting 
his kick in penalties in the 
instant-classic final against 
France on Sunday. 
“I 
was 
very 
excited,” 
Ovechkin 
said 
Monday. 
“Of 
course, 
everybody 
knows he’s my favorite 
player and to see finally he 
get his dream and win the 
World Cup, it’s pretty big 
for him and I’m very happy 
for him.” 
Ovechkin got a Messi Bar- 
celona jersey and a trip to 


Spain to watch him play 
there and go behind the 
scenes as a gift from team- 
mates to celebrate his 
1,000th NHL game three 
years ago. He has met him 
and taken pictures with 
him. 
There are plenty of paral- 
lels between Ovechkin fi- 
nally hoisting the Stanley 
Cup with the Washington 
Capitals in his 13th NHL 
season and Messi winning 
the World Cup in likely his 
last opportunity at age 35. 
Much like Ovechkin drove 
the bus on the Capitals’ first 
title run in franchise history 
and won the Conn Smythe 
Trophy as playoff MVP, Mes- 
si was dominant throughout 
the tournament, becom- 
ing the first player to score 
in group play and each of 
the knockout rounds. 
“Yeah, but I don’t know 


how he’s going to cel- 
ebrate,” 
Ovechkin 
said. 
“That’s a different part of 
the story.” 
Ovechkin and the Capitals 
famously went swimming 
in fountains in Washington 
and partied with the Cup 
like few teams have done 
in 
recent 
history. 
Messi 
would have to put on quite 
the show in Buenos Aires to 
match that feat. 
While watching Messi fulfill 
his dream, Ovechkin is on 
the verge of making more 
history in his sport. Last 
week he became just the 
third player to reach the 
800-goal mark and he is 
one short of tying and two 
from passing Gordie Howe 
for second on the NHL ca- 
reer list. 
Ovechkin met Howe, who 
died in 2016, at the 2009 
All-Star Game in Montreal 


and has a picture of them 
in his home autographed 
by “Mr. Hockey.” 
“It’s probably my top thing 
in my collection,” Ovech- 


kin said. “Obviously, Kobe 
Bryant, 
Michael 
Jordan, 
Wayne Gretzky’s stick, Ma- 
rio Lemieux’s stick, it’s prob- 
ably the top one.”q 


Las Vegas Raiders defensive end Chandler Jones (55) runs into the end zone to score on an 
interception during the second half of an NFL football game between the New England Patriots 
and Las Vegas Raiders, Sunday, Dec. 18, 2022, in Las Vegas. The Raiders defeated the Patriots 
30-24. 


Associated Press 


Top NFL teams had lots of close calls in Week 15 


Washington Capitals left wing Alex Ovechkin, center, of Russia, 
poses with a Messi soccer jersey with Nicklas Backstrom (19), of 
Sweden, and Brooks Orpik (44) during a ceremony in honor of 
his 1,000th NHL hockey game, before the team’s game against 
the Nashville Predators on Thursday, April 5, 2018, in Washington. 


Associated Press 


Ovechkin revels in Messi winning World Cup with Argentina 


